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Chapter D Gathers on December 4 
 

For the December meeting the room was decorated with 
balloons, confetti, and candles for Chapter D’s 26 Birthday Party. 

Jones covered the past events and upcoming parades and 
Christmas Party.  

Angie Hancock covered the Wing Whittles subject of 
Problem Solving.  You can find the article in this newsletter. 

Keith Cooper talked about the By the Book article for 
December, What is a Chapter Gathering.  The article can be found 
in the newsletter.  

Next up was Keith Sanders and our safety talk for the 
month.  In Keith’s absence Bobby Webb did our talk on Black Ice. 

Next we were scheduled to play games and have a few 
laughs.  Arleen Webb was going to bring some games for us to play, 
she got them ready and went off and left them at home.   
 

 

 
 

  

 

Chapter D meets each month on the first Sunday. 
Eat at 1:30 PM and Meet at 2:30 PM 

Barnhill’s Buffett 1111 S Caraway, Jonesboro, AR 
 
 

Arleen is not one who shucks 
responsibility so she decided she could 
give us all a good laugh.  She finished up 
our safety talk.  She morphed into Keith 
and talked about riding conditions during 
fall and winter.  She was a very good 
Keith.  Everyone had a good laugh.  We 
had never seen this side of Arleen.  Mr. 
Sanders will not miss anymore meetings. 
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 Let me start by wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.   
 Chapter D started the year 2011 without a Chapter 
Director.  Chris DePriest was our acting director for January, 
February and March.  Chapter D owes him a very large 
Thank You, if he had not held the Chapter together until we 
the members of Chapter D got on the right track there would 
have been no 26th Birthday Party to celebrate this year.  The 
chapter has overcome and is getting stronger each day.  2011 
was a test of our strength and endurance and we the members 
of Chapter D are still together and we have shown those that 
thought we were finished that they were wrong.  I am proud of 
Chapter D and the resolve it took to persevere against the 
odds.  I have heard it said that trials and tribulations only 
make you stronger. 
 For the New Year coming up I would like to see Chapter D 
show everyone just how strong we really are.  Let us all work 
together as a TEAM and make the chapter grow.  GWRRA has 
given us some incentive to do this through the Find a Friend 
Program.  Check out your January Wing World on page 21.  
Recruit 5 members in 2012 and your next renewal will be 
FREE.  Just think if only 5 people in the chapter recruited 5 
new members the chapter would grow by 25.  We would all 
have 25 new Friends. 
 Be a part of TEAM D in 2012.  TEAM means: Together 
Everyone Accomplishes More.  See what we can accomplish by 
working together as a TEAM; Team D that is. 

2011 What a Year for Chapter D 
Let’s All Work as a Team for a Better 2012 

A message from your Chapter Director 



 
                     Membership Enhancement Coordinators:  Junior and Angie Hancock 

 
 

 

What’s New with the Membership Enhancement Program? 
 

For those of you traveling the U.S. and talking to other Goldwing riders 

about becoming members, you might be interested in the new feature that has 

been added to the GWRRA website.  It is called—“Find Your Nearest Chapter”. It 

has been added to help new and current Members locate a chapter near them. This 

new feature will enable anyone, wherever they may be, to locate a GWRRA chapter.  

To find a chapter, go to the International website. On the right hand side of 

the page, locate “Find Your Nearest Chapter”. Click on the box and then enter your 

zip code or mailing address. A map will appear indicating the chapters located in 

your area. When you click on the red indicator(s), the chapter director’s name, 

town, telephone number and email address will appear. 

The important thing you need to know about this new feature is that the 

town listed is based on where the chapter director lives and not the location of the 

chapter gathering. You will have the contact information needed to contact the 

chapter director for determining when and where the chapter gathering will be 

held. This feature is defaulted to a 25 mile radius, but can be changed to 50 or 100 

miles.  

In addition to assisting new members in locating a chapter, this site will be a 

great benefit for those members traveling and interested in attending a gathering 

or event in any given area. We all at some time or another have left home without 

our Gold Book. This will be another way to reach out for help from a member or 

chapter if you have problems while traveling. 

 

 

 

Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge 

 

 

You are invited to  

Chapter D’s Christmas Party 
December 17, 7:00 PM 

Barnhill’s Buffett 

Dirty Santa will be played bring a $10.00 gift 

 



 



  

                  Friends for Fun Safety and Knowledge                                                                             

By: Keith and Sherry Sanders Chapter Educators   

 

It’s That Time of Year Again 

Even if you think, as I do, that the easiest approach is to 

ride your bike  all winter, you'll still need to face the long 

stretch in the middle of the winter when the garage door 

is frozen shut or the driveway's a sloping sheet of ice.   

 

     First worry is the fuel. The gasoline we get at the pump today is a much lower quality. It contains 

more alcohol ethanol or other additives to lower the cost, but as a result also makes it less stable.  Over a 

period of several months, the lighter portion of gasoline will evaporate off, leaving a material called 

varnish, which will clog the tiny holes in the carburetor jets or the injectors. To prevent this, ride the 

motorcycle to an auto-parts store or motorcycle shop for some fuel stabilizer. Then ride it to a gas station, 

pour the recommended amount of stabilizer into the tank and top it off with fresh fuel. Then ride it home, 

taking a detour if needed so you'll have 5 miles or so on the clock, so that all the fuel in the system will 

have stabilizer. If there's a warm spell in January and you use a substantial portion of the fuel, top off 

with more stabilized fuel. That should prevent a carburetor or injector rebuild in the spring.  

     Second worry is the battery. Get a maintenance charger or battery maintainer like the Battery Tender 

that I use. Connect it to the battery, plug it in, and forget about it. Note that this isn't just a basic charger, 

which if run continuously will fry the battery. The maintenance chargers will monitor the condition of the 

battery and vary the charge continuously to keep it in good condition. You can expect to pay $40 or $75 

at motorcycle or internet shops.  

     Third worry for water cooled bikes like a Gold Wing be sure and check the antifreeze level and mixture. 

     One final item on winter storage and riding: Suppose you look outside a few days after a storm, notice 

the roads are now dry and, while cold, decide it's a good time to ride for an hour. Go for it, with all the 

usual cautions about residual ice and motorists not expecting motorcyclists. When you get home, take a 

look at that white powder on your motorcycle. That's salt. Get rid of it before the next day in the 30s with 

the accompanying humidity. Thoroughly wash off the salt with water before pushing the wet motorcycle 

back into the garage.      

     If you chose to ride a little or a lot winter is a good time to look at all those maintenance items that we 

postpone all riding season, because we want to ride when the weather is nice.  There is always something 

fun that may pop us if it just a phone call from a friend says lets go. If you need brakes ,tires ,new 

windshield  or maybe another add on  now is the time to get it done so we will be ready when the sun 

comes out and spring come with birds announcing  another riding season .  A well maintained bike is a 

safe bike so use the cold winter months to your advantage.  

Keith and Sherry Sanders, Rider Educators, Chapter 

AR-D 



                                                                    From your 

   

                                                                                                 December 2011                                                                                                                

                                                                 

District  Directors  
    

    Merry Christmas to each and all of you that celebrate the 

Holiday, and if you do not then I wish you the best holiday 

season. Pam and I are counting our blessings as the year 

closes. As we look back at 2011 we know there are things 

that we could have done better, but are pleased with all that 

has and is happening in Arkansas District. 

  Our Toy Run at Children’s Hospital is coming up on the 10
th
 and our Christmas party at 

Brown’s also on the 10
th
. I hope that all can come and participate. I have included flyers with all 

the info for these events. Children’s has added a new requirement which is that all visitors must 

have a flu shot with documentation to enter the hospital. Pam and I will be there, but because 

we do not get flu shots we will be outside the lobby. I hope that this will not affect our 

participation. 

  The business meeting will be on January 7
th

 at the college in Morrilton, I am planning on a 

quick, but informational meeting that will end shortly after lunch. There will be breakouts for 

all officers (Directors & Assistant, ME, Treasurer, and Ride ED) I hope that all will attend. 

 We had our Region business meeting in November and all went well, we finished ahead of 

time and we were able to relax a little before coming home. Region assignments and Wing Ding 

assignments were given and we will address those at our business meeting.  

  Harry and Joan Dollarhide will be stepping down in March and their successors have been 

named, Bill and Dea Ann Gray from Oklahoma will be our new Region Directors. As you see 

them congratulate them on this new position. 

  I hope if you ride through the winter months, that you are careful and do all that you can do to 

control the hazards of cold riding, and if you do not ride then remember to hook up your battery 

tenders and put stabil or your favorite additive in your fuel.  

 

We hope to see you out there at the local events, have a great Holiday!!! 

                                                                                                                 

   

Remember,   

If it looks like a good day to ride, 

it probably is. 

Chris and Pam DePriest 
 



By the Book 
By: Steve Cotton 
Region H Trainer 

 
 
 

The “By the Book” articles are intended to help familiarize GWRRA Volunteer Leaders and Members 
with the policies, procedures, and information contained in the GWRRA Officer’s Handbook (OHB).  A 
copy of the Officer’s Handbook can be found at www.gwrra.org - Click on the Officer Connection tab 
at the bottom of the page; then select Officer’s Handbook in the upper right hand corner.  Please feel 
free to reprint these articles in Region, District, or Chapter newsletters. 
 
 

What is a Chapter Gathering? 
 
     A Chapter Gathering is the means whereby GWRRA has FUN, grows, teaches, educates, informs and 
establishes a basis for GWRRA’s very existence.  The Chapter Gathering is the most important aspect of what 
we strive the hardest to accomplish: educating our Members.  Educating them in ways of safety, skills, 
knowledge, and the FUN OF GWRRA.  If we, as Officers, recognize and acknowledge these responsibilities to 
our Members, we understand the importance and the difficulty of obtaining our goals as represented in our 
motto, “FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE”. 
 
     In paraphrasing an old adage, “You can take Members to water, but getting them TO the water is not as 
hard as getting them to take a drink”.  We have found the way to get them involved (so we can provide the 
“water”) is to provide a positive, FUN and worthwhile environment.  We call this a Chapter Gathering. 
 
     Properly done, a Chapter Gathering is the perfect medium to carry out the prime responsibility to our 
Members.  It provides them a place to come and have fun, friends, knowledge and camaraderie.  It provides us 
the opportunity to discuss safety, so we can teach our “family” the tools and skills that will enable them to live 
longer and better enjoy their hobby – Motorcycling. 
 
     The Chapter Gathering was formerly called a “meeting”.  Consider the word “meeting”.  It can be a little 
misleading.  “Meeting” sometimes implies business, minutes, politics, reports, no fun, dryness, rigid structure, 
speeches, and is capable of being very boring.  Obviously, this is not what a GWRRA Chapter Gathering 
should be! 
 
     Our immediate goal is to try and entice our Members to come to a monthly activity with their “family”.  We 
do this by making our Chapter Gatherings FUN!  We make it a relaxed, non-political, non-religious, friendly 
place where there are no strangers… good food, interesting people and educational programs.  This is not as 
difficult as it sounds, but it is very basic to accomplishing another of our missions: EDUCATE! 
 
     If we can motivate our Members to attend a Chapter Gathering, our job is half done.  We must then ensure 
that the meeting is so good, so interesting, so rewarding, and so much FUN that they will return each and 
every month.  They will also “talk it up” with their friends, thereby helping GWRRA receive the positive publicity 
that goes a long way in attracting new Members into our “family” 
 
     Good FUN Chapter Gatherings cannot be overemphasized… they are the backbone of a successful 
Chapter.  Good luck, and may all your efforts be amply rewarded. 
 
 
Learn Something New…Then Teach Someone! 
 
Steve and Carolyn Cotton 
Region H Trainers  

http://www.gwrra.org/


 

Wing Wisdom Whittles          

 

 
Prepared by Steve & Carolyn Cotton, Region H Trainers 

 
 “Whittles” articles are intended to provide information that can be presented by 
chapter members at monthly gatherings to help promote the Leadership Training 
Program.  The hope is that chapters will enlist members to share the information to 
make it a FUN and interesting new experience. 

 

 

 
Steps to Problem Solving 

 
     In The Team Coach, author Donna Deeprose discusses a business approach that seems applicable for a 

volunteer organization like GWRRA.  We need to listen to Members, and treat them with respect.  We need to 
incorporate the experience and knowledge of the Members to continue improving as an Association.  We need 
to simplify what we do to the basics necessary to meet Member’s needs. 
 
     So how do we let Members know that they matter and play a valuable role in our Chapters?  How do we 
encourage Members to get involved? 
 
     Remember the T-E-A-M slogan of “Together Everyone Accomplishes More”?  The team concept can also 
be applied to problem solving.  Team problem solving pits the collective knowledge of all Team Members 
against the problems the team confronts.  When teams solve their own problems, the result is often a better 
solution with more buy-in than if a leader had dictated the way to go. 
 
     Deeprose suggest the following steps in problem solving: 
 

1. Identify the problem. 

2. Identify the causes. 

3. Determine the criteria for a solution. 

4. Generate options. 

5. Determine the solution(s). 

6. Develop implementation plans. 

7. Review results regularly. 

     Problems we encounter may include decreasing membership at social gatherings, for example, or we can 

apply the same technique to planning a chapter fundraiser.  When organizing an event, the team or planning 

committee is exploring various opportunities, identifying the challenges, determining the variables, and the “to 

do” list, etc. in preparation for the event. 

     Remember to recognize those involved in the process whenever possible too.  Positive feedback and 

“Thank You” are always appreciated so volunteers will be more willing to help out the next time. 

 

     Never put off until tomorrow the hug you can share today, and we will see you down the road. 

December 2011 



Thank You to Chapter D Sponsors and Supporters 

 

 
 

Sponsors for 2011 Convention 

Barton Powersports $500.00 in gift certificates 
Sunrise Honda  Assorted Door Prizes 
   Gift Cards 
Honda of Forrest City $25.00 Gift Card 
   Door Prizes 
Barnhill’s Buffett Free meals 
Couch’s Bar B Q Free meal for two 
Front Page  Free Meals 
Paragould Cycles Door Prize 
Jonesboro Cycle Door Prize 
Barton’s of Paragould Door Prize 
Hostess  Cakes 
Frito Lay  Chips 
John Deere  Bottled Water 
Nice Pak  Hand wipes 
Bill’s Fresh Market Hot Dogs 
Buddy Nichols  Italian Ice 
 
Bobby & Arleen Webb   Quilt 
Chapter Members Collecting Door Prizes 
Jerry Myers  Meat and Cooking 
Jo Cooper  Bread 
Chapter Team D Working the event 
Chapter members Beans and Tea 
 

 

Parade Participants 

Verlin Brown 

Tommy Brown 

Joe Sheppard 

David Clayton 

Bobby & Arleen Webb 

Junior Hancock 

Keith & Sherry Sanders 

Kimmie Rogers 

Jones Martin 

Bob Mitchell 

Thanks to Verlin for gathering information. 

All members who 
participated in: 

Chapter Meetings 
 Chapter Rides & Diner Rides 
50/50 & Door Prize Drawings 

Brought Door Prizes 

Thanks to Team D 
for all their hard 

work and 
dedication to 

Chapter D.  Thanks 
for all the 

newsletter articles. 

Thanks to Arleen & 
B0bby for their 

work on the 
scrapbook, banners, 

mascot and flag. 



The Senior Rider 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Getting up in years 
   is no disgrace, 
just a fact of life 
   we all must face. 
 
Golden Age riding 
   is a future to share, 
if everything goes well 
   we’ll all be there. 
 
I can talk about this 
   it’s not a lot of bull, 
I’m over the hump 
   on a downhill pull. 
 
Just rolling out of bed 
   is a pretty good chore, 
cause I’m older now 
   than ever before. 
 
It’s no shame at all  
   getting up in years, 
but we want you safe 
   while you’re shifting gears. 
 
This is just a reminder 
   to make you alert, 
to keep you & your passenger 
   from getting hurt. 
 
We lose a little edge 
   and some sharpness lack, 
on some things we could do 
   a few years back. 
 
All older Riders 
   tend to make a change, 
and there may be habits 
   we need to rearrange. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A lot of folks 
  getting up in age, 
are not quite as sharp 
   when distance they gauge. 
 
We need to work more 
   at staying alert, 
to keep it on the pavement 
   and out of the dirt. 
 
Whether you like it or not 
   age affects your sight, 
visions not as sharp 
   nor perception as bright. 
 
Remember your reflexes 
   are just a little slower, 
ought to drop the speed 
   just a little bit lower. 
 
I know you’ve seen it 
  as riders age a little 
riding on or over 
   the line in the middle. 
 
Shadows are tricky 
   in evenings low light, 
so it would be wise 
   to slow down at night. 
 
Getting a little shaky 
   holding up a bike, 
you might need to consider 
   a sidecar or trike. 
 
Be extra cautious 
   in curves and hills, 
and don’t over ride 
   your driving skills. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Now if you’re still good 
   and want all to see, 
I would really prefer 
   you don’t ride close to me. 
 
The Senior Rider’s safety 
   is in his own hands, 
he makes necessary changes 
   to improve where he stands. 
 
To re-sharpen your skills 
   like they ought to be, 
there ‘s nothing like a trip  
   through the ERC. 
 
So Senior Riders 
   keep track of your styles, 
to enjoy the open road 
  with a lot of safe miles. 
 
 

Poem written in 2/96 by 

 
Brant Mc Keever 

Former Chapter D member 

 
 



 

 

Chapter D Rides in Parades  

Veterans Day Parade in Jonesboro  

 

Chapter D all a Glow in Trumann Christmas Parade  

         

 

January meeting of Chapter D is on January 1, 2012 

Bring your BIKE to the meeting we will have a short 
meeting and a short ride after weather permitting. 
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